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NOTICE 


During July and August our usual summer schedule will be followed, There will be one 
July number and one August number, Bi-weekly publication will resume in September, 


Readers are reminded that it takes from three to four weeks to change an address; it is 
therefore impossible to change addresses for the summer only, 


TIEN-FENG, 1953 (Continued) 


August, The first August number has an account of a very important meeting of 250 Chris- 
tian leaders with the Shanghai Religious Affairs Bureau Chairman Lo Chu-feng, Comrade Lo 
began by referring to the rumor regarding suppression of religious organizations, First it was the 
I Kuang Tao, next it was the Catholic Church, and next it will be us Protestants. He said such 


O was quite groundless, The two suppressi ons happening so close together was a coincidence, 


ch with its own background. The Taoist organization was not religious at all but political and 
reactionary, and so it has been suppressed outright. The Catholic Church, on the other hand, is 
a legitimate organization and has a perfect right to continue, but patriotic Catholics had been 
disturbed by the fact that reactionaries had been using their church as a blind, and so they had 
asked the government to step in and purge the church of its reactionary elements, If the Protes- 
tant churches have no such reactionary elements they need not fear, Actually the Protestants 
have shown their patriotism by their studies, their denunciation meetings, and their participation 
in social activities. 


There are however several mistakes which the Protestant churches need to correct, I, Some 
preachers are unwilling to enroll in study classes, and always find some excuse for avoiding it. 


2. Some preachers still interpret the Scriptures incorrectly, and emphasize millenarian doctrines, 


Some had even said that Christ was to come again on Hsiang-shan, Peking, on April 16, 1953. 
But all such preaching is really political in slant, he said (presumably because it expresses a dis- 
satisfaction with the present regime) and must be corrected. 3. Faith-healing is harmful to the 
church and to society generally, 4. Some preachers are intolerant of other denominations, 

5. The rapid growth of meetings in the home is suspicious. We don't object to meetings in the 


home in general, he said, but such meetings should be supplementary to the church program, Are 


these meetings held in secret so that people can say what they please? It is a significant fact, he 
noted, that these home meetings are held precisely by the religious leaders who refuse to enroll 
in study groups. 6. Some churches bring too much pressure on their members to subscribe to the 
budget of the church, Any giving should be purely voluntary, the church should not put the 
member under pressure. 


The government hasn't decided yet what to do about these vagaries, whether to suppress them 


sternly or to pay no attention to them as the inevitable quirks of the religious mind, But three 
points should be made clear, 1. Study must be strengthened, 2. The Three-Self Reform Com- 
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mittee must be supported. 3. The government will not interfere in matters of faith only, but 
in anything which goes beyond that and has a political slant the government will intervene, 


Another August news item reports the annual Changsha “district meeting of the Church of 
Christ in China, Li Yung-wu, the Hunan General Secretary, was present. The 37 delegates 
elected a board (li-shih) of 11, headed by Tsai Shun-t'ien, and a standing committee (chien- 
shih) of 3, headed by Lo Kan-chang. 


September. Rev. Shen Va- lun, CCC pastor at Kiangying, died on August 8. Young people's 
summer conferences were reported from a number of centers, Canton had 67 present from 11 de- 
nominations, meeting August 10-15. Soochow had a conference of 48, August 11-14, Nanchang 
a conference of 56, August 3-15, and Foochow a conference of 72 (39 boys and 33 girls) August 
28-September 3. Shanghai Methodist authorities announced that the Chingwen and Haihang 
churches had been combined as the West Shanghai (Hu-hsi) Church. 


A September 16 editorial; repeats the criticisms of the church which Lo Chu-feng had made 

in the following words: In our discussion groups, many members brought out the disorderly con- 
ditions in the church, such as, many pastors who refused to attend study groups had changed their 
churches into home groups; some pastors in these home meetings spoke in a reactionary way; some 
pastors attacked other churches, saying that only their church would be saved; some even said that 
the regular churches now belonged to the devil; some home meetings conducted holy communion, 
took collections, and acted like a regular church without a sign up (pu kua p’ai-tze-ti); some got 
money from their members by praying for the ck. 


HSIEH CHIN, MARCH 1954 


This number of Hsieh Chin begins with several articles commemorating the first anniversary 
of Stalin's death, These are followed by several articles on the place of heavy industry in China's 
development, Of a more religious nature is chapter 5 of Marcus Chen’s The Essence of Christi- 
anity, the previous chapters of which have been given in earlier numbers of that magazine. 
Pictures 14-17 of the National Christian Council's Pictorial Life of Christ are given, pictures 
which Mr, Rinden’s office had created. Dr. C. S. Hsieh' article on Missionaries and the Uneq 
Treaties is discused at length elsewhere in this Bulletin, Five pages are devoted to a report on the 
wrong acts of American missionaries in India, particularly in Nepal, There are only two pages 
of news on the Chinese church, and most of this is devoted to the political activities and studies 
of the churches, One item of interest is that Yenching Theologica] Seminary has established a 
religious museum, to collect the classical writings of the Christian and other religions and relics 
of religious interest. The committee in charge of the museum consists of Rev. Li Pu-ch’ing, 
Chairman, Li Jung-fang, Meng Ch'ing-yung, Lin Hsiang-sheng, Kao Yu-tsung, Chao Sheng- 
ch’eng, and Hsieh Shou- ling. They have already written to churches all over the country asking 
for materials of historical interest. | 


MISSIONARIES AND THE UNEQUAL TREATIES 


Dr. C, S. Hsieh has an interesting article on the above subject in — March Hsieh Chin, It 
is divided into five sections, as follows; 
1, Articles in the treaties bearing on missionary work. 
2. Missionaries who assisted in the formulation of these treaties. 
3. Attitude of missionaries toward these treaties, 
4. Treaties, missionaries, and Chinese Christians. 
5. Conclusion. 


In the conclusion he says, Thus we see that when the imperialistic nations used force to 
open the door of China, the missionaries were immediately ready to use the opportunity thus 
presented, Nevius says, ‘Whether the Opium War was justified or not, it has been used in God’s 
providence to open a new era in our relations with this Empire. Missionaries were at first used 
as translators in the embassies of the encroaching powers, but were later advanced to more im- 
portant positions, that is to say, from the position of assistants they advanced to being principals 
in the imperialistic process, 


In the use of unequal treaties Catholics were more forthright, and Protestants more circum) 
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pect, but the difference is one of degree only, in principle they were both the same, They 

h relied upon imperialism and feudalism to advance the cause of religion. Neither group 

was willing to give up the privileges granted them in the unequal treaties, And so in their rash 
pride they not only made religion into a tool of imperialism, but also through the foreign pro- 
tection given to Chinese Christians made the latter into half-foreigners, These Christians not 
only had an unsure foundation for their faith, but also through their dependence upon foreign 
power they lost their self-respect and independence, That is why it is now necessary for the 

1 Christian Church in China, after 150 years of history, to proclaim that it has cut all ties with 

| imperialism and has cleaned out the imperialistic poison, for only so can the Three-Self Re- 

formed Church be established. 


We do not deny that missionaries have made some useful contributions to China, but these 
would have been brought about in any case, as Latourette himself acknowledges. Moreover, it 
is possible that because of the assistance of the missionaries in putting down such popular revo- 
lutions as the Taiping and Boxer movements, the true people’s revolution was delayed by several 
tens of years, However missionaries may glory in their achievements, they cannot hide the fact 
that by depending upon the unequal treaties to further the cause of religion they committed a 
grievous error. 


ne 

x “Brethren, the unequal treaties have now been abolished, Now we can come to our people 

“ without any complicating ties, to bear witness for Jesus Christ and preach the gospel of eternal 
life. 


It is to be noted that Dr. Hsieh’s reference to Latourette (History of Christian Missions in 
China, pp. 834, 84) is in its original context a comment on the social revolution in China. Of 
this revolution Dr. Latourette says, Other forces, economic and political, were chiefly respon- 
4 sible for the changes, and would have brought them about without the missionaries. It would 
’ be interesting to know whether these Chinese Christians, who do prize the heritage of their Chris- 
tian faith very highly, would deny the statement that without the missionary there would be no 
Christian Church in China today. 


NEWS 


Father Etienne Cesbron-Lavau, a 47-year-old French priest, arrived in Hong Kong on June | 
after being expelled from Shanghai by the Communists, He was parish priest of the Sacred Heart 
Church in Hongkew, and had continued his work without interruption until May 28 of this year, 
| when several soldiers entered his study and informed him that he was to leave the city within 15 % 
minutes, On arrival in Hong Kong he stated that foreigners are still teaching in the Catholic 
Seminary in Zikavei. 


Hugh Macmillan, Canadian Presbyterian missionary, has written an account of missions on 
Formosa under the title Then Till Now in Formosa, The FEJO office is making arrangements for 
the distribution of this book in the US, and a later announcement will be made of price and 
place where the book may be bought. N 


Mrs. Hung- ing Leete, widow of the Rev, Wm. R. Leete (American Board, Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary), will be married on June 26 to the Rev. Yung-hsuan Chou in Laper, Mich. 


A Geneva June 10 despatch to the New York Times states that a Chinese representative there, 
Wang Ping-nan, said that letters to Americans imprisoned or detained in China could be addres- 
sed to Red Cross Society of China, Peking, China, and that such letters would be delivered, 
Prisoners would be permitted to transmit mail through the same channels, he added. 


CHURCH NEWS 


On May 25, 21 Chinese Christian leaders took notice of the rumor that has been circulated 
in the west to the effect that Wang Ming-tao and 28 other Christian pastors had been executed 
in Peking in April, They characterized it as stupid and utterly baseless rumor, and went on to 
say that not a single pastor has been sentenced to death since the establishment of the People's 
public of China, The statement is signed by Y. T. Wu, Bishop Robin Chen, Wu Yi-fang, 
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